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5,000  
missing more than two  
weeks after floods hit Nepal 

 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   20 5 LC
Indonesia (Bali) 29 19 LR
Italy (Rome) 30 18 LC
Japan (Tokyo) 28 20 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 32 25 SNY
Maldives (Male) 28  27 TDS
Mauritius (Port Louis) 26 19 SNY

Singapore 32 28 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 24 19 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 24 9 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 25 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 32 14 LC
UAE (Dubai) 37 32 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 30 24 LC
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NEW YORK  

ANTHROPIC CEO Dario Amo-
dei on Saturday called on artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) firms  
to slow down the development 
of  the powerful technology, 
amid mounting worries over 
the risks of  “superintelligent” 
computer systems.

His comments came a few 
days after AI researcher Jacob 
Coxon, who left OpenAI to join 
Anthropic, decided to leave the 
industry, accusing both US com-
panies of  “gambling with our 
lives” to develop models capable 
of  self-improvement.

“We must slow the pace at 
which we improve the capabili-
ties of  AI models. Progress will 
still seem fast, and we must 
make wise use of  the time we 
gain,” Amodei wrote in a post 
on his personal website.

“AI brings risks, and because 
it is such a powerful technology, 
these risks are serious.”

“Not building the technology 
deprives humanity of  benefits 
or simply places AI in the hands 
of  authoritarian powers, while 
building it too fast is reckless. 
We have sought a middle way,” 
said Amodei. Agencies
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WASHINGTON

CHINESE entities supplied 
Iran with satellite images of  
a base in Jordan before and 
after an attack that killed 
three US soldiers, The Wall 
Street Journal reported — an 
incident that could deepen 
tensions between Washing-
ton and Beijing.

On July 17, Iran launched 
missile strikes on the Mu-
waffaq Salti Air 
Base in Jordan, 
which houses US 
forces. Three US 
Ar my soldiers 
were killed.

The unnamed 
US officials quoted 
by The Wall Street Journal 
did not name the Chinese en-
tities involved, and did not 
suggest that Beijing was di-
rectly to blame.

But US officials have 
raised the matter with their 
Chinese counterparts, and it 
could come up again when 
US President Donald Trump 
welcomes Chinese President 
Xi Jinping to the White 
House on September 24.

Chinese officials asked for 
proof  of  the transfer of  sat-
ellite imagery when prodded 
by the US officials, and re-
fused to acknowledge that 
Chinese companies were in-
volved in providing Tehran 
with satellite images, the 
Journal reported late Friday. 
Trump has warned Beijing 
not to sell weapons to Iran, 
and in May, Washington 
sanctioned three China-

based satel l i te 
firms for enabling 
Iran’s military 
operations.

Days after the at-
tack, Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio 
met Chinese For-

eign Minister Wang Yi. 
Asked whether China was 
providing Iran with target-
ing information, Rubio said, 
“nothing that China has 
done has in any way changed 
the trajectory of  the conflicts 
we’re having with Iran.” 

China is a top economic 
partner of  Iran, buying 
much of  its oil output, and 
also an important diplomat-
ic backer.  Agencies
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Saudi shuts Red Sea oil pipeline after drone attack
Iran-backed militias blamed for attack on pipeline serving as alternative to Strait of Hormuz route

BAGHDAD 

SAUDI Arabia’s Ministry of  
Energy said on Friday that it 
had shut down a major cross-
country oil pipeline leading 
from major oil fields in the east 
to the Red Sea in the west be-
cause of  drone attacks origi-
nating in Iraq, where Iran sup-
ports powerful militias.  

Built in the 1980s, the East-
West pipeline has played a key 
role in Saudi Arabia’s ability to 
continue exporting oil follow-
ing the disruption of  the Strait 
of  Hormuz during Iran’s war 
with the US and Israel.

The shutdown comes as 
Houthi rebels in Yemen have 
seized coastal territory near 
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, 
threatening Saudi oil exports 
through a key shipping lanes.

“The East-West pipeline in 
the Riyadh and Medina regions 
was subjected to several attacks 
on Thursday morning,” the of-
ficial told the SPA news agency, 
adding: “The pipeline was 
stopped as a precaution, and 
the attacks resulted in some 
injuries.”

Several Arab countries in-
cluding Kuwait, the UAE, Oman 
and Egypt, condemned the at-
tack, according to the Saudi 
state news agency.

Iraq’s government raced Sat-
urday to contain the fallout of  
the attack by Iran-backed mili-

tias. Though an umbrella group 
of  Iran-backed militias in Iraq 
denied their involvement, 
Iraq’s government confirmed 
the attacks had originated from 
its territory, pledged to investi-
gate and dismissed two senior 
officials.

Iran has said a regional meet-
ing is planned Monday between 
Iran and other Gulf  countries 
about talks between Tehran 
and Oman — located on the oth-
er side of  the Strait of  Hormuz 
— on managing shipping 
there. 

Commercial ship traffic re-
mains low on what had been 
considered an international 
waterway before the war. Iran 
has expressed interest in hav-
ing ships pay fees for transit. It 
has said traffic into the Persian 
Gulf  from the Gulf  of  Oman 
would pass entirely through 
Iranian waters, while the out-
bound route would pass partly 
through Iranian waters and 
partly through Oman’s territo-
rial waters.

“The waterway would be 
opened up on the condition that 
the U.S. will terminate its block-
ade,” Iran’s president said in 
his interview with the Indian 
broadcaster. Bahrain on Satur-
day, however, said it will not at-
tend any group meeting includ-
ing Iran before the restoration 
of  diplomatic relations between 
the countries. Agencies
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Big blow 
The East-West 
pipeline has 
played an 
important role 
in Saudi Arabia’s 
ability to export 
oil following this 
year’s disruption 
of the Strait 
of Hormuz. By 
early June, Saudi 
Arabia had more 
than doubled oil 
export via this 
pipeline

Satellite image shows black smoke billowing over the desert southeast of Medina 
along the general route of Saudi Arabia’s East-West pipeline |  AFP

Fire at a multi-storey residential building in the Ukrainian city of Odesa after 
Russian attacks on Saturday |  AFP 

Russian strikes  
kill four, wound 
dozens in Ukraine
KYIV 

RUSSIAN strikes killed at least four people and wounded almost 
60 across Ukraine on Saturday, Kyiv said, as Moscow steps up 
attacks ahead of  another winter of  war.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the country 
has been “under almost constant attack since last night”, call-
ing for an adequate reaction from allies.

US envoys visited both Moscow and Kyiv last week but an-
nounced no breakthrough in talks to end Russia’s dragging 
invasion, now in its fifth year.

Ukrainian officials said two people were killed in the south-
ern Zaporizhzhia region.

Steelmaker ArcelorMittal said two others were also killed at 
its plant in the central city of  Kryvyi Rig.

“ArcelorMittal Kryvyi Rig reports that our plant was struck 
by a missile from the aggressor country last night,” the global 
steel giant’s subsidiary said in a statement on Telegram, add-
ing that two bodies had been found.

“We emphasise our plant is a civilian facility in the mining 
and metallurgical industry, and we strongly condemn these 
insidious enemy attacks,” the company went on, saying pro-
duction facilities had also been damaged.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he would be 
willing to meet Russian leader Vladimir Putin at the G20 sum-
mit in Miami for talks on ending the war, in a media interview 
released Saturday.

But the Kremlin said it had not yet made a decision on wheth-
er Putin would attend the gathering of world leaders on Decem-
ber 14-15, and repeated the Russian leader’s demand that Zel-
ensky come to Russia for talks. AFP

Philippine ferry fire toll hits 
76 as more bodies found 
CORON

RESCUERS retrieved more remains 
from a passenger ferry in the Philip-
pine that was gutted by fire, bringing 
the death toll on Saturday to 76.

Forty-three people survived the fire 
on Wednesday night among the 132 on 
board. 

The ferry sailed from the capital, 
Manila, and was some 39 kilometres 
from its destination in Coron, in 
southwestern Palawan province, 
when the fire erupted. The cause has 
not been determined but the coast 
guard spokesperson quoted a survivor 
as saying it may have started from the 
cargo hold. The survivor recounted 
hearing a blast, with smoke and fire 
quickly spreading, fanned by the 
winds, officials said.

Tents were put up in the Port of  Bo-
rac in Coron, where body bags were 
brought down from a ship that trans-
ported them from the ferry. 

Commodore Noemie Cayabyab, the 
coast guard spokesperson, said au-
thorities were looking for the ship’s 

captain, who reportedly survived but 
is not listed among the survivors.

The multiagency maritime safety 
and criminal investigations will look 
into all angles, and the possible liabil-
ity of  the captain and crew, she 
added.

Cayabyab said survivors recounted 
the fire spread quickly, with no time 
to get life jackets. A tarpaulin that 
shielded the open areas of  the ship 
from the rain “may be a possible con-
tributing factor but we can’t deter-
mine now if  they were trapped in-
side,” she added.

Investigators will also check if  fire 
emergency procedures were followed, 
including if  the captain sounded an 
alarm or gave a warning and instruc-
tions, and if  the crew assisted the 
passengers.

Ferries are frequently used for 
transport in the Philippine archipela-
go. Sea accidents are not uncommon 
due to storms, badly maintained ves-
sels, overcrowding and spotty enforce-
ment of  regulations, especially in re-
mote provinces. AFP

Philippine coast guard personnel in protective suits unload body bags of victims of a ferry fire 
blaze at the port of Borac in Coron |  AFP

CIA’s 98’ brief to prez spoke of Al-Qaeda plot involving planes 
WASHINGTON 

THE CIA released more than 70 
presidential intelligence briefs
related to Al-Qaeda and its lead-

er Osama bin Laden on Friday, 
the 25th anniversary of  the 
September 11, 2001 attacks.

The release provides “un-
precedented transparency on 

America’s most sensitive intel-
ligence publication from the 
years before and the day after 
one of  the darkest moments in 
our history,” the CIA said. “The 

products trace the story of  CIA 
analysts’ evolving understand-
ing of  Al-Qaeda and efforts to 
highlight and warn of  Osama 
bin Laden’s attack,” it said.

Gaza film vies for top prize at Venice festival 
VENICE

THE Venice Film Festival gets 
ready to hand out its top awards 
on Saturday after two weeks of  of-
ten dark, violent programming 
including a chilling Israeli-made 
documentary about Gaza and an 
oddball drama starring John 
Malkovich.

“NAZA”, which features Israeli 
whistleblowers analysing the 
mass killing of  civilians in Gaza, 
earned a record 25-minute stand-

ing ovation at its premiere on 
Thursday and is the highest-
scored film by international crit-
ics, according to film magazine

Screen. But it faces competition 
from other movies, including 
poignant relationship study “Pos-
sible Love” by South Korean au-
teur Lee Chang-dong, and dark 
comedy “Wild Horse Nine” by di-
rector Martin McDonagh. 

The latter features Malkovich 
playing a jaded CIA agent taking 
a break with a colleague on Easter 
Island in Chile ahead of  the 1973 
American-backed military coup 
there in a performance that has 
seen him tipped by critics for Os-

car glory. “Irreverent, ironic, bit-
ing, and at times grotesque, Mar-
tin McDonagh’s film is the gem of  
this selection,” wrote Italian 
newspaper La Stampa.

As a director of  one of  the few 
films that had audiences laughing 
in Venice, director McDonagh 
said his acid sense of  humour was 
his way of coping with the world. 
“The only way to deal with it is 
through humour and to try not  
to be ground down by it,” he  
said. AFP

W A R  T H R O U G H  L E N S 


